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         Kinship care – a few definitions 

Kinship care 
‘Kith and kin care’:  Care within the family or 

friendship network of the child.  

Grandparent care Kinship care provided by grandparents. 

Non-familial (‘kith’) 

kinship care 

Kinship care provided by an unrelated person who 

is well-known to the child, such as a family friend.  

Informal kinship 

care 

Kinship care that has been arranged privately 

between parents and caregivers. 

Statutory (formal) 

care 

Protective care where abuse has been 

substantiated by Child Protection, provided in an 

authorised setting such as kinship care, foster 

care or residential care. 



Australian foster care and protective kinship care 
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             What matters to children’s wellbeing? 

‘ “Permanence” for children means “security, stability, 
love and a strong sense of identity and belonging”. 

The weight of evidence, from all quarters, convinces us 
that the relationships with people who care for and 
about children are the golden thread in children’s 
lives.  

The quality of a child’s relationships is the lens through 
which we should view what we do and plan to do.’            
(The Care Inquiry, 2013,UK) 



            ‘We know what is valued by children, young 
people and adults who have been in care...They value 
relationships with people who: 

• are always there for them 

• love, accept and respect them for who they are 

• are ambitious for them and help them succeed 

• stick with them through thick and thin 

• are willing to go the extra mile 

• treat them as part of their family, or part of their life, 
beyond childhood and into adulthood.’  
                               (The Care Inquiry, 2013,UK) 

 



But…a big focus on grandparent care 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=Aboriginal+family&um=1&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4SUNA_enAU294AU338&biw=1199&bih=631&tbm=isch&tbnid=hW2jjfSNqWh6BM:&imgrefurl=http://www.keepthemsafe.nsw.gov.au/v1/supporting_aboriginal_children_and_families&docid=iXPt7EOpkSG3FM&imgurl=http://www.keepthemsafe.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/image/0006/79107/Aboriginal-Family.jpg&w=250&h=166&ei=sipyUPHsD4XBiQeC54GgDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=889&vpy=209&dur=7264&hovh=132&hovw=200&tx=131&ty=106&sig=109289736842743440486&page=1&tbnh=99&tbnw=149&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:110


Terms of Reference included: 

How to better acknowledge & recognise the 
contribution of grandparent families 

 Practical challenges circumstances & support needs 

 Legal issues 

Diverse groups including Indigenous & CALD families 

Measures to provide better support. 

Other issues of relevance. 

2014 Australian Parliament  
Senate Inquiry Grandparents raising 
Grandchildren 



     ‘Kith’ Care: non-familial kinship care 

Definition:  
Care by people with a pre-existing 
relationship with a child prior to placement  
(In the UK, known as family friends). 



   Why focus on ‘kith’? 
 Survey of statutory Victorian kinship carers: one-fifth (20%) of 

respondents were kith carers (Kiraly, Humphreys & Hoadley 2012).   

 Anecdotal indications from programs that numbers may be rising, 
especially for adolescents.   

 Two studies identified a higher breakdown rate for  
non-familial than familial care (Sallnas 2004; Perry 2012). 

 Some earlier research undertaken at Oz Child indicated that 
breakdowns were more common in kith placements 

 Assessment of care arrangements sometimes seems to be  
‘hit and miss’ 

 Practitioners have noted some kith carers struggle with children 
longer term, esp. when the child exhibits problem behaviours.   
Asked: Does the non-biological relationship make a difference? 



         Non-familial kinship care 

1. Family friends – people well-known to a child 

2. Carer chosen by a young person, little  
pre-existing connection (eg via school friend) 

3. Stranger care – care with a person nominated by a 
community member; placements with foster carers 
designated as kinship care because of a pre-existing 
connection. 



     Care by family friends - Judy 

• Single youth worker, took home three  
neglected children (2 little boys and  
baby girl) overnight as an emergency response. 

• By agreement with the mother (who later 
disappears), raised the children to adulthood. 

• Now (in her 70s) raising the son of the ‘baby girl’ 
who died in young adulthood of a drug overdose, 
supports another 2nd gen son. 



              Judy 

 

‘She may not be blood family, but who says blood is 
needed to make a family? They say friends come 
and go but family’s there forever. If you’ve had 
friends who have stuck by you through the worst 
then in my eyes they are family.’  -  Russell                                         

             

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=teenagers&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4SUNA_enAU294AU338&biw=1199&bih=631&tbm=isch&tbnid=tiNJtRMDTDahoM:&imgrefurl=http://this.bigstereo.net/2008/09/24/the-teenagers-twins/&docid=hUH1cZQ3tF5RWM&imgurl=http://this.bigstereo.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/l_99babef3f226f3bca62a9ad562375f50-450x337.jpg&w=450&h=337&ei=lpFzUNf3LKaaiAfUu4CoBw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=896&vpy=67&dur=1030&hovh=194&hovw=260&tx=146&ty=109&sig=109289736842743440486&page=2&tbnh=139&tbnw=176&start=18&ndsp=23&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:18,i:162


     Mother of child’s friend 

This experience has been great, I never planned 
to be a carer.  But having met the young lady on 
many occasions before she picked us to stay 
with made a big difference in her fitting in with 
our family.  We are lucky, she is a lovely young 
lady and we are happy to support her for as long 
as she needs. Family Links 

 



           Care by family friends? 

   ‘I had no experience - my young person moved in 
(she was homeless in area) at 14 years old.  
I contacted [Department] to inform them of her 
whereabouts. I didn't know or realise our placement 
was called kinship care until a health professional 
asked if I was getting any financial assistance. They 
assisted me with getting payments. This young one 
was someone   
I didn't really know before she moved in.’ 

 

            



Family friend? 

The young person was someone who lived in the 
area.  I only knew her to say hello to, before she 
became homeless and then moved in with me. 

Family Links 



    Care by family friends? - Tony 

• Two girls and a boy age 4, 6 and 8. 

• Carer, man aged 71, relationship unclear;  
not grandfather, but children call him Papa.  
Tony is also the full-time carer of his sick wife.  

• Shortage of placements in the Region. 

• Repeated ‘Quality of Care’ reports: children are cold, 
hungry and unsupervised. 

• Children eventually removed. 



I think it is a bit more complex for those 
who are not family – such as myself.  
(Carer previously fostered child’s sister)   
Family Links 
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• What do we know about kith carers? 
Who are they? How are they identified? 
 Support needs? 
Quality of care? 

•  What are the policy and practice implications? 

• Concern in the field that non-familial kinship care 
could become ‘foster care by a back door.’ 

• How should we be assessing kinship carers –  
Should a foster care assessment be conducted? 

• How do we measure the impact of this type of care on 
children? 

Questions 

http://world.edu/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/sink-or-swim.jpg


The OzChild Experience 

• In recent years - a focus on grandparents  as carers. Their 
needs are increasingly becoming more widely known and 
discussed 
 

• There has also been growth in other types of kinship carers; 
more could be known about these different groups of carers 
 

• Practitioners have indicated that kith carers have different 
needs to grandparent/family carers  

 

• Kith carers also saying their needs are different & that they can 
struggle with different issues to grandparents/family carers 

 

• Some earlier research undertaken at OzChild indicated that 
breakdowns were more common in Kith placements. 
(McCrae, 2008) 

 



• OzChild is keen to know more about the needs of 
Kith carers, what particular issues they face and how 
we can best support them. 

• For this reason OzChild engaged with the research  
‘It takes a village’: The support needs of non-familial 
kinship carers and children as an extremely 
important method to build our knowledge of Kith 
carers 

• OzChild hopes to improve our services to both Kith 
carers and children in Kith placements as a result of 
this research. 

The OzChild experience… 



Kith placements in Victoria 

A recent study of data from 3 agencies* in Victoria found 
12% of statutory kinship care placements in these 
programs were kin placements: 

 63% Grandparents 

 19% Aunts and Uncles 

 12% Kith 

 7%   Other 
 

*Baptcare, OzChild & Anchor 
 
Bremen, R, 2014  Peeling back the layers – kinship care in 
Victoria ‘Complexity in Kinship Care’ Research Report, 
2014. 
 

 

 



Oz Child case example 

• Rose, School Welfare Officer caring for 2 children known 

from school.  

• Within 12 months:  

 Development of behavioural issues  

 Children informed staff about inappropriate discipline.   

 Carer defined the children as ‘attention seeking’; difficulty 

in understanding children’s views of the situation.  

• Carer education needed in order to develop a more flexible 

and child-centred approach.  

• Carer now using the supports available, however continues 

to find the children’s challenging behaviours distressing.  



           The research project 
‘It takes a village’: The support needs 
of  non-familial kinship carers 

 

Aims 

• To explore the characteristics and support 
needs of non-familial kinship carers. 

• To alert policymakers and community 
support services to the issues.  

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://topyaps.com/top-10-benefits-of-playing-video-games&h=0&w=0&tbnid=IWDFkCGHx0ADNM&zoom=1&tbnh=184&tbnw=274&docid=J82oUQG-EMGf4M&hl=en&tbm=isch&ei=_bEyU_XSEoqqkgXN4oHADw&ved=0CAUQsCUoAQ


Where are we up to? 

• Completed: 
Survey: 26 responses 

16 interviews of carers 

3 interviews of young people (would prefer more) 

Pre-existing transcripts of interviews (3 carers,      
4 young people) 

5 focus groups with kinship services staff. 

• Ready to do data analysis 

• Aim to produce research report early 2016. 



 School connections common  
-  excerpts from the current survey 

 I was a Teacher’s Aide with child 1. Because of suicidal issues 
I gave her my contact details if she needed to chat. One day 
DHS contacted me and asked if I would care for the 3 
siblings, I said probably and had the kids 2 hours later. 

 I work as a chaplain at a Secondary College and the young 
person needed somewhere to live. I offered for the young 
person to stay with me until something more permanent 
could be sorted, she has now been with us almost 5 years. 
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                       Questions? 

Discussion welcome, more information available.  

Lynne McCrae lmccrae@ozchild.org.au  

Meredith Kiraly mkiraly@unimelb.edu.au  0400-913659  

mailto:lmccrae@ozchild.org.au
mailto:mkiraly@unimelb.edu.au
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